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INSTRUCTIONS TO SOLICITORS

I/We hereby instruct you to carry out legal work on my behalf for the fee of £349.00 inclusive of VAT at 17.5% and disbursements in accordance with the terms and conditions set out overleaf and on the basis set out in the accompanying letter.


    Please insert your FULL names (the Client)

    Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ……..……………………………………………………………………………………………..

    Your Full Address  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

                                     ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

    Home Telephone : ………………………………………….  Mobile …………………………………………………

    Work Telephone  : …………………………………………   Email   …………………………………………………

.

     PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR HUSBAND'S / WIFE'S FULL NAME

     ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

    and FULL ADDRESS :..…………………………………………………………………………………………………

    

      Insert here the names of any persons other than yourself to whom we may speak to or to who may give instructions

on your behalf.  Only valid if their signature also appears.

Their name ………………………………………………….   Their signature ………………………………………


I enclose a deposit for fees, expenses, disbursements and third party payments of £ …………………

   (This will be deducted from the final Account and is not paid in addition)

CHEQUES SHOULD BE PAYABLE TO : "CUNNINGTONS" OR

  

   Please charge my Visa/Access/Mastercard/Switch Account for the deposit and any money due under this retainer

   Card No. ….….…….../……….……/…..……….../……….…….   Expiry Date …..…/……....  Issue No. …………….

   Name on Card ………………………………………………  Signature of Card Holder ……………..…………………

   Address of card holder …………………………………………………………………… Security Code ………………


All  information correct at time of printing. © Cunningtons 02/2000

All information correct at time of printing.   ©Cunningtons 01/2008

DIVORCE TERMS AND CONDITIONS
1. The solicitors agree to carry out all necessary work to the pronouncement of a Decree Absolute of divorce for the fee stated overleaf provided that the divorce remains undefended.  The fee does not include payment of disbursements such as Court fees (currently £300.00 for the filing of the Petition, £40.00 for the Application for a Decree Absolute) and swear fees (currently between £5.00 to £11.00).

2. Should the proceedings become defended then the solicitors charges pursuant to this retainer shall be charged at an charging rate of ninety pounds per hour plus V.A.T (the charging rate).  Should the client withdraw their instructions prior to the pronouncement of the Decree Absolute then our charges will be calculated on an actual work done basis at the charging rate.

3. Should additional work become necessary then such additional work will be charged at the charging rate.  The following are examples though not exhaustive of where additional work may be necessary: – tracing the other party; obtaining a certified true copy of the client’s Marriage Certificate; arranging for the service of divorce papers other than by post (e.g. personal service, substituted service or deemed service) amending the Divorce Petition arising from a change of particulars issuing a Supplemental Petition and applying for Public Funding.  Where the solicitors consider that such additional work is necessary the solicitors will notify the client in writing with an estimate of the costs of additional work before incurring such additional fees.

4. The solicitors fee for the divorce stated overleaf will not cover dealing with ancillary matters such as dealing with disputes relating to children or financial matters.  Should the client instruct the solicitors to act for them in respect of such ancillary matters the fee quoted will include assessing the client’s eligibility for Public Funding.  Should the client instruct the Solicitor to act for them with regard to such ancillary matters our charges for such work will be calculated at the charging rate specified by the individual solicitor which varies according to status of the solicitor.  Full details of the appropriate charging rate will be handed to you at the point of instruction in respect of the ancillary matters.  Current hourly rates are as follows:    Senior Partner £180.00, Partner £165.00, Solicitor £150.00,  Trainee/Para Legal £120.00.  The client agrees to pay us for all disbursements to be incurred on request and the solicitors are under no duty to incur those disbursements without payment from the client in advance.

5. The solicitors fees will become payable after the pronouncement of the Decree Nisi of divorce when the solicitors will render to the client their account and the solicitors are under no duty to apply for the Decree Absolute until such account has been paid.

6. The solicitors will use their best endeavours to provide the client with an efficient and trouble free service.  The solicitors are committed to client care and if the client have cause to be dissatisfied with our conduct of their matter the client is invited to complain in writing to David Drake who is the supervising partner, will use his best endeavours to resolve the client’s complaint to their satisfaction.  If this is not possible the client will be free to complain to the Legal Complaints Service.

7. The solicitor’s charging rate is reviewed annually.  The next annual review will be 1st January 2009.  The solicitor will notify the client of any change in their hourly rate as a result of such a review.

8. The Client agrees that if information is required from a file which has been archived or if the Client requires their file or such part of it as they are entitled to be forwarded to them, the solicitors shall be entitled to make a charge of £20.00 plus VAT for retrieval and additional fees as calculated in clause 3 above for complying with any other part of the request.

9. By signing the Form of Instruction overleaf the client is acknowledging that they have read and understood these terms and conditions and agree to instruct us strictly subject to them.  

Cunningtons 01/2008

Please proceed with instructions


Signed  ………………………………………………		Date  ……………………………….2008








